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1. (as currently presented) A fastener for use with a power 
landscaping tool, comprising: 

a first loop including a plurality of elastomeric threads interwoven with 
non-elastomeric material such that the elastomeric threads are exposed on an inner 
surface of the loop, and means for adjusting the first loop to a selected size; 

a second loop including means for adjusting the second loop to a selected 

size; and 

means for coupling the first loop to the second loop. 

1 . (alternate) A two-loop fastener for use with a power landscaping 
tool, comprising: 

a -the first loop^ including a plurality of elastomeric threads interwoven 
with non-elastomeric material such that the elastomeric threads are exposed on an inner 
surface of the loop, and means for adjusting the first loop to a selected size; 

ar -the second loop^ including means for adjusting the second loop to a 
selected size; and 

means for coupling the first loop to the second loop. 

1 . (alternate) A two-loop f astener for use with a power landscaping 
tool. Comprising: 

a -the first loop, including a plurality of elastomeric threads interwoven 
with non-elastomeric material such that the elastomeric threads are exposed on an inner 
surface of the loop, and means for adjusting the first loop to a selected size; 

a- the second loop^ including means for adjusting the second loop to a 
selected size; and 

means for coupling the first loop to the second loop. 

2. (Original) The fastener of claim 1 wherein the second loop ftirther 
includes means for damping vibrations emanating from the tool. 
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3. (Original) The fastener of claim 1 wherein the first and second 
loops are webbing straps. 

4. (Original) The fastener of claim 3 wherein the gripping means 
comprises a plurality of elastomeric threads woven into the webbing strap of the first 
loop. 

5^ (Original) The fastener of claim 1 wherein the adjusting means of 
the first and second loops comprise hook-and-loop surfaces 

6. (Original) The fastener of claim 1 wherein the coupling means 
comprises a series of stitches coupling a first end of the second loop to the first loop. 

7. (as currently presented) A support for use with a power tool, 

comprising: 

a buckle; 

a first strap having first and second ends, the first end configured to pass 
through a first side of the buckle and couple to the second end to form an adjustable first 
loop, the first strap havmg an elastomeric gripping surface comprising a plurality of 
elastomeric threads interwoven into a non-elastomeric material; and 

a second strap having a first end attached to the first strap at a point in a 
middle region of the first strap, and a second end configured to pass through a second 
side of the buckle and couple to itself to form a second loop, the second loop sized to be 
aflixable to a user's wrist. 

7. (alternative) A support for use with a power tool and including not 
more than two loons, comprising: 
a buckle; 

a first strap having first and second ends, the first end configured to pass 
through a first side of the buckle and couple to the second end to form an adjustable first 
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loop, the first strap having an elastomeric gripping surface comprising a plurahty of 
elastomeric threads interwoven into a non-elastomeric material; and 

a second strap having a JEirst end attached to the first strap at a point in a 
middle region of the first strap, and a second end configured to pass through a second 
side of the buckle and couple to itself to form a second loop, the second loop sized to be 
afFixable to a user's wrist. / 

7. (ahemative) A support for use with a power tool, comprising: 
a buckle; 

a first webbina material strap having first and second ends, the first end 
configured to pass through a first side of the buckle and couple to the second end to form 
an adjustable first loop, the first strap having an elastomeric gripping surface comprising 
a plurality of elastomeric threads interwoven into a non-elastomeric material; and 

a second webbing material strap having a first end attached to the first 
strap at a point in a middle region of the first strap, and a second end configured to pass 
through a second side of the buckle and couple to itself to form a second loop, the second 
loop sized to be affixable to a user's wrist. 

8. (Previously Presented) The support of claim 7 wherein the first 
strap is formed from a webbing material including the plurality of elastomeric threads 
interwoven into the webbing material. 

9. (Original) The support of claim 7 wherein the second strap 
comprises a resiHent member affixed to an inner surface thereof, configured to dampen 
vibrations transmitted by the support. 

10. (Original) The support of claim 7 wherein the first strap includes 
hook and loop fasteners for adjustably coupling the first and second ends thereof the form 
the first loop. 
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11. (Previously Presented) The support of claim 7 wherein the buckle 
includes first and second apertures, with the first strap passing through the first aperture, 
and the second aperture captured within a bight in the second end of the second strap to 
form the second loop. 

12. (Original) The support of claim 11 wherein the second strap 
includes hook and loop fasteners positioned to couple the second end of the second strap 
to the second strap to form the bight therein. 

13-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Previously Presented) The fastener of claim 1 wherein the second 
loop is sized to couple to an operator's wrist. 
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Attn: Examiner Larson 

Fax: 571-273-8649 

Claims for consideration in Examiner interview - not for entiy in file 
Re: application No. 10/656,397 

Hello Examiner Larson, 

Attached is a claim set including some alternative versions of the independent claims. 
There are a few points that I think are important to bear in mind: 

• The standard for applicable prior art under 35 U.S. C. § 1 03 is different than under 
§ 102; to rely on a reference xinder § 103, it must be analogous, i.e., "must either 
be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to 
the particular problem with which the inventor was concerned." (See MPEP 
2141.01(a) I and IV). Thus, while the Corder reference is appropriate as prior art 
under § 102, for application under § 103 there would need to be a showing that 
Corder was in the field of supports for power tools, or pertinent to the problem of 
mitigation of injury due to long term exposure to vibrating tools. 

• The Corder reference is directed to a training device for improving a player's golf 
swing, while the Kristof reference is from the apparel arts and is directed to a 
fabric waistband that is intended to be an integral part of a pair of trousers or a 
skirt. I think that there is a reasonable argument that these fields of art are 
sufficiently disparate that one of ordinary skill in the first would not, of necessity, 
be required to have an understanding of the second. 

• Kristof teaches a waistband comprising a piece of fabric that is either sewn or 
folded to form multiple layers. Neither Kristof nor Corder teach elastomeric 
threads woven into a webbing material. 

• Corder's invention comprises at least three loops. Thus, a device that is limited to 
two loops should be distinguishable over Corder. 



When you have had a chance to look over these claims, give me a call to set up an 
interview. If Monday is possible, that would be great, inasmuch as I could then submit a 
written response Monday afternoon beised on language we settle on, I can arrange to be 
in the office earlier or call you from my home if you want to set a time before about 
11:00 EDT. 

Regards, 

Hal Bennett 

20.6-694-4848 
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